January 30th, 2005

Hi Gavin

How are things? I guess by now you will be in Manchester. Is it cold? Looking at the brief TV weather reports, the UK weather seems to be a bit warmer than the US East Coast. But what about cloud and drizzle that the UK is supposed to get. Are you getting many fine days?

Only one or two things of note have happened here. As things gear up for the Chinese New Year in about 10 days, many potted plants would normally be coming into HK from China, including flowers and kumquats. But all of a sudden -- and as is common with China, without any explanation – the supply dropped to just a trickle. Then, a few days later, an explanation was given. It turns out that many farms in Guangdong are infested with Red Fire Ants, which are originally from South America. They have an extremely painful bite that can be fatal. So farms that had the ants were not allowed to export to HK. However, the ants were then found in the wetland park near here and subsequently in other places in HK. They probably came from China. Seems that it will be difficult to eradicate them.
The first non-stop flights between China and Taiwan began yesterday. As I have mentioned before, they will continue for about a month over the New Year period. 

The Canadian Prime Minister was in HK this past week after visiting China. He attended a ceremony at Sai Wan Ho for Canadians soldiers who died defending HK in WWII.
I have had a rather lousy week. Not feeling very well. But I still went for a run yesterday and it turned out to be surprisingly good even though shorter (2 hr 17 min). Not hot but very humid. Hadn’t done the precise route before, though had done all sections of it many times. All the section were a few minutes faster than I had done previously. The trouble with having all these faster runs this year is that it makes it more difficult the next time round!
As you many be aware, last Thursday was the 60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz concentration camp by the Red Army. I watched some of the ceremony on BBC TV, until it become rather boring, as it was nothing but speeches. 

I mentioned last week that I was using a photo-shop coupon from Nadine to make a photo-calendar using Nadine’s picture of the three of you sitting on the sofa in Boston. I picked it up yesterday and it looks very nice. 

The funeral of Zhao Ziyang was held yesterday in Beijing. For the whole week, the government has been arguing with the family about who could attend and what could be said. A number of people were either ‘arrested’ or beaten up for trying to lay flowers near his place. The Press was not allowed to cover the funeral in case photos were taken and spread around which might cause agitation in parts of the country. Some senior government officials did attend but we were not told who they were. But the government refused to allow him to be buried in the cemetery where high officials are buried. 

I was reading an article in the SCMP that Leonie and Nadine would probably be interested in entitled “Why women can’t have it all.” The article included comments from a 25-year at Harvard who was saying that at Harvard, she (and I suppose every other woman) did not get sufficient information about the sacrifices she would have to make on order to make her career work when she had a family. The article also referred to Condoleeza Rice who seems to have realised this when she decided that to have the career she wanted would not be possible if she had been married and had kids. There was a similar thing on TV some weeks ago which was about female graduates from Harvard and other universities who had given up very successful, and in some cases lucrative careers. Certainly not an issue that is easily resolved. 

I think that’s about it for now. 

Cheers.
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